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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 15 DECEMBER 1989. 


The Presiden t , M. Hunting, opened the meeting at 8.05 pm. 
Apologies: D. Crosby, R. & J. Field, M. Le Souef. 


Present: M. Braby, G. & Jov Burns, John Bums, P. Carwardine, M. & P. Coupar, K. 

Clark, L, K_ & J. Dunn, 1. Faithfull, A Farnworth, D. & J. Holmes, P. 
Honan, P. Kelly, M. Malipatil, T. New, S. Smith, R. Vagi, K. Walker. 

The President welcomed Michael Braby (on leave from Townsville), Mali Malipatil (who 
has recently returned to Melbourne after ten years in Darwin) and Patrick Honan 
(attending his first meeting). The meeting then stood in memory of our foundation 
member, Mr Tom Greaves. 

Minutes of the October meeting were deferred, due to late circulation of the Victorian 
Entomologist 

Correspondence. Detailed and received (Walker/G. Burns). The Secretary announced 
that K_ Dunn and L Faithfull had accepted invitations to be coopted onto Council. 

Treasurer's Report . G. Bums reported credit balances of $1941.69 (general account), 

$ 1822.05 (Le Souef Memorial Fund) and $43735 (Junior encouragement fund). There are 
89 f in a n cial members. Received: Kelly/Faithfull 

Excursions . John Bums talked on the possibility, recommended from the Council meeting, 
of an excursion to Braeside Park, Warrandyte. Agreed for February 17 1990. 

General Business . 

i) The Secretary announced the award of the Le Souef Memorial Award for 1989 to 
Dr Gunther Thcischinger, of Sydney. 

ii) The Secretary informed the meeting that the Broadford Shire Council had recently 
rejected an application for a mining exploration permit for Mt Piper. 

Exhibits 


i) M. Braby. A case of insects from the Townsville area, mainly large tropical forms 
and representing various orders. 

ii) K. Clark. An unusual dock-feeding sawfly which be had not seen for many years 
until very recently. 

iii) J. Holmes. Photographs of M J. Manski. 

iv) I. Faithfull (a) A case of insects from the Tolmie area, north of Mansfield, including 
a hairy cicada and kurrajong weevils. He commented on general lack of knowledge 
of the area. 

(b) Insects, predominantly beetles, collected on his recent trip to central and 
northern Australia. 

v) P. Carwardine. A cuckoo-spit bug on Acacia decurrens . which had recently been 
unusually common and conspicuous. 
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vi) K. Walker. A copy of a recent book by Mark Harvey and Alan Yen on identifica¬ 
tion of terrestrial invertebrates: ’Worms to Wasps’, published by Oxford University 
Press. 

vii) M. Hunting. A case of Hepialidae, mainly from Gippsland and including some 
collected by Nigel Quick. Considerable discussion ensued on the flight habits of 
these moths. 

viii) K. Walker. An intricate cartoon: The Entomology Class’ recently received from 
Canada at the Museum of Victoria. 

ix) D. Holmes. Reported a visit to John Young at Ingham, and seeing a drawer of 

Liphyra hrassolis . 

x) P. Kelly. A selection of slides of various insect orders, many of them Coleoptera. 

xi) M. & P. Coupar. Slides of various insects, with requests for identification. 

The President, in closing the meeting at 930 pm wished everyone a safe and 
peaceful Christmas, and invited all to refreshments in the Sciences Club. 


EXCURSION TO THE MELBOURNE METROPOLITAN PARK AT BRAESIDE. Sat 17/2 

All members wishing to participate in this excursion should meet 
at the Rangers office which is at the end of the 600 metre entrance 
driveway that turns oft Cheltenham Road, Dingly/Braeside.(Between 
Springvale and Boundary Rdl.lt is preferable that a fairly early 
start be made .Rangers preference.The ranger will let our group 
through the gate normally closed to the general public.lt is 
behind this locked enclosure in about 50 acres of bushland 
that the best observations are possible.In this area original 
vegetation including Snow gum(Eucalyptus pauciflora) scented 
paperbark,tree violet even Hazel pomaderris can be found, 
at least 8 different gums and 10 different wattles grow here 
Lets hope the invertebrate ecosystem is well preserved from 
the original huge inland wet lands which stretched from Braeside 
to near Frankston.The Edithvale Wetlands was part of this huge 
swampy area,Chelsea heights being one of the few dry areas 
rising above the original inundated area. 

PLEASE MEET OR ARRIVE AT THE RANGERS OFFICE 10 a.m.(Sat'morning) 
More details may be obtained at the general meeting Friday 16th 
or ring J Burns AH 846 2441. 

MELWAY REFERENCE See Edition 19 Map 88,although this map does 
not show the final Office site which is at 1 ID,just above 
the observation tower. 






CONFERENCE ON MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION OF SMALL 

POPULATIONS 
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John Seebeck 

Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research 
123 Brown Street, Heidelberg 

The problems of survival confronting many forms of wildlite in the late twentieth 
century have, in most instances, their origins in the population explosion ol just one 
species, Mankind. 

This expansion, in its many expressions, has resulted in a reduction in numbers and 
habitat for many species. The nett result has been a change from a large, more or less 
continuous population, to a smaller and fragmented series of populations. 

As a species' numbers become more and more reduced, and their populations become 
more and more fragmented, their chances of survival are lessened. Ultimately, they 
face extinction. 

In Australia we have abundant examples of this process, and consequently a large 
number of wildlife species that are endangered. 

But the problems are not restricted to one country or continent, and investigating the 
means by which endangered species may be ‘managed’ to prevent their extinction 
occupies the energy of many wildlife biologists. 

New concepts, new techniques, new tools being developed for use in concert with 
traditional methods. To bring together appropriate researchers and managers, and to 
encourage the development of a unified framework of endangered species management 
and conservation it was decided to hold a conference to discuss these issues. 

The Eastern Barred Bandicoot, a small marsupial which was formerly widespread in 
western Victoria but is now restricted to Hamilton, where its population has declined 
sharply in recent years, seemed to exhibit just about all the problems that could be 
confronted by an endangered species - an ideal model to demonstrate the application of 
the techniques that may be used to develop a comprehensive conservation strategy. 

The Conference on Management and Conservation of Small Populations was jointly 
sponsored by CFL, the Zoological Board of Victoria and the Chicago Zoological 
Society. It was held at the Lakeside Centre at the Melbourne Zoo in late September, 
and attached about 120 participants from 32 organizations, including delegates from the 
United States and New Zealand, as well as from most Australian Slates and the ACT. 

The Conference was opened by the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, Kay 
Seiches, and, following introductory remarks by representatives of the sponsoring 
bodies, the Conference was introduced to the causes and consequences of species 
endangerment, the rise of the discipline of conservation biology to address the problems 
and an outline of the means available to solve them. 

The invited speakers, then explored established and novel concepts for conservation 
biology, and described the tools that can be applied to bring those concepts to a 
practical expression using the Eastern Barred Bandicoot as a case study. This segment 
was followed by a session devoted to a range of other species. 
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lhe Button Wrinklewort (a grassland!, daisy), the Giant Gippsland Earthworm, the 
Eltham Copper Uuiterfly, the Australian Damsel Fly, the Helmeted Honeyeatcr, the 
Orange-bellied Parrot, and Leadbeater's Possum all share the problems of small, 
fragmented populations which occupy ever-reducing habitat. Specialists in these species 
showed how the suite of techniques available to conservation biologists and wildlife 
managers can be used to ensure their conservation. 

A series ol workshops to discuss relevant issues completed the Conference. 

Proceedings ol the Conference are in the process of publication, by the Chicago 
Zoological Society, and will be available early in 1990. Copies will be available for the 
cost of postage ($0) trom John Seebeck at the Arthur Rylah Institute. 


NSW 
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A LONE MIGRATING CAPER WHITE BUTTERFLY 


Kelvyn Dunn 

1/7 Jamss Street Dandenong 3175. 


On 5 November 19B9 at about 
An flc n agt> leva teutonia (F.) 
butterfly collectors 
Creek area, about 17 
Butterfly, I believe, 
flowers and dodged 
reasonably constant 
flying roughly S.S.E. 


1 ; 00 pm 
at tne 


1 observed 
col 1ec ting 


a single male 
- , site known to 
as Gooding s "XYZ"», which is in the Shady 
kilometres north of Varragon, Victoria. The 
"as migrating and did not stop to investigate 
trees and other obstacles to maintain a 
direction. 1 estimated the butterfly to be 
at about 10 kilometres per hour. 


---* * v * 14 * «ell known and regular migrant to Victoria, but this 
observation is of interest since no other specimens were observed 
in the ini. Braby (198B) has noted single migrating specimens of 
ml ^rant, fejjrjim* 5H!> Ifl" (Donovan), but Smithers 
(19B31 has commented that during migrations of E.smila« individuals 

w*!. 0 *..? 111 * 1 V ••P* rat *d. Most migration records of A, lava and other 
involve a«ny adults. 


The -*J f v | specimen is preserved in the Victorian Agricultural 
Insect Collection (VAIC) at Plant Research Institute at Burnley. 

» Many specimens of various species were labelled "XYZ" by 
C.G.L.Gooding, and other collectors who were taken to the site 
by Gooding, between 1973 and 1977. The code “XYZ" was 
apparently used to protect his colony of ant-blue butterflies. 


References! 


Braby, M.F. (1988) A note on dlrec 1 1 ona 1 

(Donovan) (Lepidoptera s Pieridae) and 
(Stoll) (Lepidopter a : Nymph a 1 idae) in 
ent. Mao. I3i 33-57 


flights of Eurema smi1 ax 
C hr ys 1 opus Betllia 
Vic toria. 


Smithers, C.N. (1983) Migration records in Australia. 4. Pieridae 
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ftu*t. ent■ Mao. lOi 47-54 
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A trip through East Gippsl and via the Murrung ower Forest 
J.Burns.274 ChurchRd,Templestowe. ■" 


East 1 Gippslandi Victoria east of Bairnsdale) a i 

population and i 3 geographically diverse.Boggy cool alpine platel* 16 
rule over rugged but magnificent montane river systems at one n? 

Temperate cn£i°Vn™ “f 

asrHM v ii:£R?s 2 Si.f : Kn£"i 1 “Fr 1 ™ » “^2*2; ssjs. 


My trip fi 


F ::—r— —-——- awgj.L me s erious observer 

“asss? ^ ss.K'arrLL"™ 1 . 


s°a:"ir£i h r h, f ■ ' p * iry d » u ‘ 

cruisina the attenli,^ n Hespenlla picta,(painted skippers) 

abound. a-on,.t ...oral and vl , oro „, J l0 „ a f JS t 2"^a 

tSrL,£"?£i ^p£ELS"‘£„l:?;;: <* mcu1 .„ 

; j*“ “•"■“ni."",™;« i’L. t 

2 S|^T;.k £“ 

turn and the fnr«.f J. ■ 7 , tly 1 a PP r °ached the Murrungower Rd 

z f as5^.as !??a,“g sSSHiEr 

Sf°;"l”E;EwE™M:„E: t -b a " d oth “ r *.n.y .y«»“rS; «E;„t 

arealas ? U becomes evident after traversing the general 

“Murrungower" 8622 1 ‘yT" 9 t0 ^ ,:,0 °' 000 Survey map entitled 
.un^e jcosystem ^ K T^Tl^rt Ba^glpp^ 

As 1_ approached todhJ^crlkV^^hLl^s^ of* "tTie 

““ -^^ n ^ e s-rcTtL B -£by C ^£t 

? d u cnor ?? Ugh Wlthln 10 mlnu tes 1 had located three separate shelters 

K close scrutTn^of 31 'd thC M * S , terS c °"^med its identity 

by close scrutiny of a discarded pupal head.Its foodplant Gahnia melan- 

ocarpa is common throughout this 250 km of local Murrungower rainforest 

F he d?nn r fnr a a ters sklp P er must be reasonably common here also, a new 
finding for a species regarded as rare in victoria.When I reached the 

junction of the Glen arte road I headed left towards Mount Kuark(890m) 

Prom this point abovef the 600m contour the forest now grades into 
a cooler climatic community.In fact the resplendent Gippsland waratah 
Telopea oreades and the royal grevillea, Grevillea victoriae appear. 

Finally black olive berry,Southern sassafrass and the rainfall loving 
myrtle beech amongst others materialise.Thus the cool temperate rain¬ 
forest has been reached.Retracing my pathway 1 deviate past Jungle hill 
gict'QElan : Efitoctdldgi3t 20(1) February 1990_c 
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and after two stoppages by fallen trees 1 travel via Bendock and Bellbird 
tracks to rejoin the highway at Bellbird creek.Everwhere I stop to gaze 
at jungle canopy I see myriads of insects canvassing this upper storey. 

In particular the Consimilis blue butterfly forages over a creeper itself 
making use of giant lilly pilly trees tor support.Severa1 creepers includ- 
1 lanes as thick as a weight lifters arm lie motionless about. Dangling 
from often dizzy heights.Occasioria11y an orange skipper shows itself from 
a distance. So too several small blues but 1 am unable to clarify their 
identity without gaining flight myself to swoop over the canopy.(Perhaps 
rent a cherry picker?)My final destination today is Archie Mays' residence 
at Noonnbee north at the foothills of Mount Kay.Before I depart this 
area I ponder the logging going on 20km to the north near the Yalmy river. 
Here three separate areas have been earmarked for logging by the Victorian 
GovernmentHence our deplorable European history of sacrificing forest 
groweth representing several human generations for a temporary(non 
renewable .non value added primary product,continues unabated. 


A LIST OP LEPIDOPTKKA CAUGHT OR SEEN BY ARCHIE MAY AT NOORINBEE NORTH 

(26km north of Cann river. ) 

Butterf 1 y _ Desc ri ption of record _ 

Blue trianglelGraphium sarpedon) Seen feeding on blackberries lining the 

Cann river below Archies house. 

Iacchoides skipper(Trapezites Caught on the local Noorinbee lookout 

lacchoides) during October. Only one female ever taken. 


Hobart brown(Argynmna hobartia) Caught commonly on Mount Walden(behind 

noorinbee lookout)0ctober/Nov. 

Northern jezabel(Delias argenthona)Seen on Budleia beside house. 
Mountain skipper(Anisynta monticolaejOn Budleia 
Maheta skipper(Trapezites maheta)Seen on Budleia 
Masters skipper(Hesperi1la mastersi)Seen on Budleia 
Painted skipper(Hesperi1 la picta)Seen on Budleia 
Spotted skipper (Hesperi 1 la ornata ISevn on budleia 
Andersons skipper(Toxidia andersoni(Seen on budleia 
Dinghy dart(Suniana lascivia) Seen on Budleia 
Greenish darter (Telicota ancilla) Seen on Budleia 
Tailed emperor (Polyura pyrrhus) Seen on budleia 
Macleays swalloetail(Graphium- 
maclayeum 

Blue tigerlDanaus hamatus) 

Nysa jezabel(Delias nysa) 

Common jezabel(Delias nigrina) 

Common albatross(Appias paulina) 

Ictinus bluelHypochrysops ictinus 


Seen on budleia 
On Budleia 
On Budleia 
On Budleia 
On Budleia 

Seen in upper Sncwy river in rain shadow area. 
Halyzia skipper(Mesodina halyziaJSeen in nearby forest 

Spotted brown(Heteronympha paradelpha)Seen in nearby forest.Common in area. 
Dinghy ring(Xois arctoa) (Seen sunning itself on top of 

nearby hill. 

Rock ringlet(Hypocysta euphemia) Seen in nearby forest 

Also seen one year at Chandlers creek 10 km north.a “swarm" of large 

ogyns .presumably Genovova ogyris (Gela subspecies?) 


This list is by no means comprehensive.I had insufficient time to 
closely describe Archies collection and simultaneously "interrogate" 

Arch re details of each specimen .More research is required with Arch. 

ktien I returned to bairnsdale on 29th I passed through the most westerly 
“comprehensive rainforest on the Tooloo arm of Lake tyers.Here grow 
the most westerly “thick concentrations of Gahnia melanocarpa.As I 
wacched over a sunlit clearing beside the Princes highway I actually 
observed a masters skipper feeding on blackberries.This lone male was 
coloured a mottled foxy tan its wings were shaped like an Fill jet fighter 
and it exhibited an extremely quick “take off* and "landing". 

To my knowledge this is the most westerly “ sighting * of this species. 

It had prior to my record in the Murrungower forest only been seen 

" ■* ,*•*. •> n » i i 1 Ann *7 







d L three other Victorian 1oOu11uns>Name 1y Cunn rlver,Mallacoota and 
Genoa peaklnear mallacoota)Severn1 pupae hid been located at Jones 
creek(Headwaters ot Genoa nver ) a 1Lhouyh this area has since been 
devestated by fire<1981)My actual siyhtimj confirms tho accarafyc of 
Christopher Atkins record ol one empty pupa1 case in the Tooloo arm 
rainforest(1980) 

REFERENCES Native trees and shrubs ol South Eastern Australia 
Leon Costermans. 

Car touriny and bushwulkinij in Victorias wiidernness corner 
Grant Da Costa 

A prinnry study ol warm temperate raintorest around bakes 
Entrance. bill Peel. 


H 
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AM ALPINE RECORD FOR GKITOHEURA EU1SI1 
By M. F. Braby 

Zoology Department, Janes Cook University of North Queensland, 

Townsville, Qld. 4811. 

In Victoria Geitoneura klugii kluaii (Guerin-Meneville) 

(Lepidoptera: Satyrinae) is predominantly a lowland species 
occurring over a wide range of habitats, from coastal woodland to 
tall open forest in montane areas, as well as intruding into 
slightly arid places inland of the Great Dividing Range (e.g. 
Little Desert National Park). Further north it is mainly a 
mountain species (Waterhouse, 1932), however, its altitudinal 
limits are difficult to define, and there are very few instances 
of the species being recorded from alpine areas. As far as I am 
aware the only published references to the species altitudinal 
distribution are those of Couchman and Couchman (1977), who record 
g. jj. k 1 ua i i occurring up to more than 3000 ft. (900 m) in 
Tasmania, and McCubbin (1971), who recorded the species at 4600 ft. 
(1400 m) at Mt. Kosciusko, New South Wales. In the Australian 
Capital Territory, Kitching et al . (1978) noted the presence of Q. 
fc. kluaii in the alpine zone - a habitat type which ranges above 
approximately 5000 ft. (1500 m) (Rodger and Jacobs, 1954; Pryor, 
1954) - but do not give precise altitudinal limits. It is not 

certain if the butterfly ever reaches such altitudes. Ted Edwards 
(pers. comm.) has observed in the A.C.T. that £. k- k l ug ii usually 
occurs up to an elevation of about 4000 ft. (1200 m) where it 
intrudes into alpine vegetation, but beyond this point it is soon 
replaced by several species of Oreixenica Waterhouse and Lyell. 

On January 23, 1989, at the summit of Mt. Canobolas, near 

Orange, New South Wales, I observed £. k- klugii in abundance at 
an altitude of 1395 m. Mt. Canobolas is a small volcanic mountain 
which receives intermittent snowfall, and the summit supports an 
extensive, but isolated stand of snow gum woodland in which the 
ground layer consists of a dense cover of snow grass. No 
oreixenica species were observed and the only other satyrine in 
evidence was Heteronvmpha merope BflrPPfl ( F )• 





















While further work is needed to clarify more precisely the 
transition in habitat and altitude between fi. kluaii and related 
alpine taxa, and how this varies with latitude, the occurrence of 
relatively large numbers of fi. kluoii at this particular alpine 
locality seamed unusual. More interesting was the notable absence 
of Qreixenlca species, a group of satyrines which are a feature of 
alpine habitats, although this may be simply because the area is 
too small and isolated - Mt. Canobolas lies approximately 200 km 
north of the nearest localities of Q. orichora (Meyrick) and Q. 
correae (Oilif) for example. However, both of these species have 
been recorded down to about 1200 a in New South Wales (Common and 
Waterhouse, 1981) . It is unlikely that they would have been 
overlooked because of poor seasonal timing as both fly in January. 
Perhaps the area is too dry and climatically unfavourable to 
support populations of Q. orichora and Q. correae ? In any case, 
Q. K- kluaii appeared to be firmly established at this high 
altitudinal locality and my guess is that Geitoneura is occupying 
a similar niche to Qreixenica - utilizing snow grass and 
pretending to behave like alpine browns 1 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Thanks to Ted Edwards for information and comments on this 

note. 
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Hydochrysops byzos hecalius. 

l. Burns. 274 Church Road, TEMPLESTOWE 3106 

1’he yellow spot jewel, Hypochrysops byzos hecalius, apparently roams 
aver much of Eastern Victoria , where its foodplant Pomaderris aspera 
(native hazel] and other species of pomaderris are widespread, 
rhis butterfly has been seen at Gisborne ( by George Lyell?) but no 
farther west. It has been recorded at Sherbrooke forest, Beazleys 
bridge and Kallista, in the Dandenong Ranges, Mt Buller, Donna Buang, 
Taggerty, the Acheron River, the Black Spur area and Falls Creek 
in the central ranges, and Labertouche State Forest, Toora, and Narracan 
in south eastern Victoria. I have long held the view that this elusive 
species is f ar more wide spread than documented at present. In fact 
I am certain Western Victoria will finally reveal sparse, but viable 
colonies of the yellow spot jewels. (see table at end of article) 

The huge impediment of locating this "rare", creature is its very 
secretive ways, and very local habitat. It often frequents the same 
tree for years, then abruptly dissappears for over a decade in that 
particular area. Its foodplant, being very sensitive to direct sunlight 
and requiring a constantly damp underfoot , and minimum wind, therefore 
is mostly found in the most inaccessible steeply incised mountain 
valleys or along the very banks and edges of watercourses. It appears 
the butterfly once hatched may sit on its foodplant for hours "motionless" 
impecceptible to the eager observer, only taking to the wing when 
aromatic nectar lacing the forest air, entices flight. This species 
does not hill top. 

Therefore it has been with considerable applause, from greenies in 
the northern suburbs, that three separate recent sightings have been 
(made in the outer northern fringe of Melbourne,and ajoining woodland. 

Sighting (1) Summer 1987/88 

Two gentlemen were enjoying a beer (therefore I will not name them) on 
the banks of the Yarra River at Found Bend, and an empty can, carelessly 
thrown into a Pomaderris aspera tree, disturbed the first colony of 
Hypochrysops byzos, seen in a Melbourne suburb. Michael Brady later 
photographed an egg on this tree and positively identified that egg. 

Sighting (2) 28th December 19B9 

Michael Brady on vacation from James Cook University, Townsville, 
observed several Hypochrysops byzos adults, feeding on Christmas bushes 
(Prostanthera lasianthos,) and Wooly tea tree (Leptospermum lanigerura ) 
growing along the Diamond creek, downstream from the township. The 
flame Bkipper Hesperilla idothea was also observed, feeding. Pomaderris 
aspera grows intermittently downstream right to the Yarra river junction. 

pi ghting 13) 3rd January 1990 

Spurred on by these results, ^decided to become a little more serious 
in locating this species. Up until 1990 1 had never seen a live 
.Hydochrysops byzos in all my years of collecting. I had however made 
a mental note of good stands of P. aspera along Watsons creek, 
particularly near Sugarloaf Reservoir. I pulled on large gumboots, 
and wit i caution (tiger snakes are known in the area) rockhopped 
upstream starting along Watson creek near Cliftons Road. Each Pomaderris 
tre 3 recieved a gentle tap from the handle of my not. Perhaps 200 
yards having been traversed in a delightful shady glen setting of 
trickling brook and cool fern, a sudden quick flashing motion, then 
serenity as, a small lucaenid butterfly flitted to a motionless perch 
on a Pomaderris bush overhanging my very head. This indeed was a 
female yellow spot jewel,its tawny yellow updersida betraying this 
exquisitely decorated creature,and it now resides in my collection. 

1 now believe, having staked out the bankside ecosystem of Mulum Mulum 
Creek that possibly the Donvale, Ringwood, Northern end, but more likely, 
the Lower Templestowe section nearer the Yarra river, is likely to have 
some colonies of Hydochrysops byzos. (The large fimod Galaxia, a rare 
native fish, together with at least one wild pig live there.) 

Possible new distr ibution areas for Hypochrysops by z os based upon 
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AREA 


LOCAL POMADERRIS SPECIES 

Wombat Forest Area (West of Gisboume) P.aspera. P.ferrugina 


Between Gisborne and Creswick 
(Very good stands of P. aspera 
along most South flowing wateri 

Mount Cole, Mount Avoca 
Pyrinees Ranges area 
Grampians mountains 

Otway Ranges 


P. ferrugina. P. aspera 

) 

P. aspera (Apetula subspecies) 

P. aspera (apetula subspecies) 
P. elachophylla, P. aspera. 


Irench Island in Westernport Bay is likely 
of Hydochrysops byzos. Both P. lanigera and 
are found on the eastern side. 


to have resident populations 
P. sieberana, plus P. aspera 


no less than d a ^ the mecca of Victoria for this species as 

here £ —c d pos6lbl y more species of Pomaderris can be found 

k ! lat6her Western Victoria, Pomaderris often disperese 
y om watercourses and through open forest , in this tempo rate zone. 


[ ( , p S aspera)^ 0n ° f the m ° St wides P read suitable Pomaderris foodplant 


LIKELY AMD SUITABLE NEW AREAS FOR 
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Victorian nepiaopieia. 

j. Burns. 274 Church~Road, TEMPLESTOWE. 


3106 


The pristine Victorian ecosystem untouched by human hands pre-dates 
aboriginal settlement some 40,000 years BC. hridae8 

Before the aboriginal migration of recent ice ages when land bridges 
linked us to Nothern neighbours, Australian flora communities, wer 
subject to bushfires started by natural events, eg lightning strike) 
With the advent of aboriginal tribes, their hunting success wa 
enhanced by their deliberate use of burning off. These controlled 

burns “"* ve £ 0 t d ° i £“ r [|i2i.ng gain e into the arms of strategically placed 


(2) To maintain and maybe increase total area of 
thereby encourage large numbers of grassland game, lie 


grasslands, 
"grow more 


food). 

Since aborigines ceased their incendiary based lifestyle, Europeans 
have taken over this activity, but with devestating results. Analysis 
reveals that 95fc of all bushfires in Australia are started carelessly 
or deliberately by humans. This indicates that bushfires are today 
nearly 20 times more prevalent than pre 18th Century, for example. 

Think of the deliberate burning off "operations" conducted yearly 
by hundreds, perhaps thousands of Victorians trying to control the 
"Big Bushfires." Charles McCubbin has remarked that this practise 
alone endangers our wildlife enormously. 

All courses of bushfires lumped together, in a typical year, several 
thousand outbreaks occur in Victoria. In an extremely hot summer 
over 10,000 fires are recorded across the state. Each time an area 
is burnt, the natural process of “succession" begins. So called 
pioneer plants germinate and grow quickly, followed by slower 
growing, taller plants, nntil one or more dominat trees maintain an 
equilibrium state of birth and death. This stea.-Txy state of fixed 
proportion of a mixed variety of plants and animals will revert to 
another succession cycle, when ravaged by bushfire. (or deafforestation 
by logging) 


Some community succission cycles may last yo to 250 years. 

( Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus regrans) community). 

If bushfires become too prevalent, succession cycles are interrupted 
and whole ecosystems adapted to particular final stages of succession 
may be wiped out. The leadbeater possum is becoming rare through 
loss of mountain ash forest. Likewise Myrtle beech (Nothofagus 
comminghamii) found in cool temperate rainforests requires a fire free 
history for survival. The same reasoning can be applied to the 
invetebrate ecostystem. Once an area has been burnt out most species 
may only recolonise by moving in form adjacent unburnt areas. This 
method of renewal is gravely threatened today beacause:- 

(1) Where forest or grassland was fairly continuous over large 
areas, today only islands exist broken in between, by settlements and 
clearing wrought by farmers, etc. 

2) As explained previously bushfires are about 20 times more 

prevalent now compared to historical times. 

These detrimeptal effects are now gravest for very local species. 

The nearest identical colony may be now 100km away and since sideways 
migration is normally very slow that species cannot recolonise the 
burnt area. Ultimately all colonies in that precarious position may 
be eliminated. 

Threatened Victorian local species are the dull copper (Eltham) and 
Ictinus blue (Little River near Werribee) for example. 

Many similar examples occur across Australia. 

Rainforests are similarly threatened by fire. Most invertebrates 
(ano birds for that matter) live on top of the canopy in warm 
temperate rainforests. But rainforests are regarded as a final or 
pnui1ihrium community in a succession process. 





the canopy canno^fo^^nd^he^pendent 0 ! 1 temperate rainforest, 

to develope. (Recentlv in m P ndent lnv ertebrate community fails 
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warm temperate canopies.) 1 d blrds f lying over and about 
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See page 4 for map on East Gippslind"!ires t0ria Governn > e nt Publication. 

— erence8: - Atlas ° f Victoria. Edited By j.s. Duncan 

Australian Butterflies. Charles McCubbin 


Further reading: 

Mr DomOo*n Bushfires in Australia. 
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General bushfire pattern 
60 km Worth East of Melbourne 
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shows the maze of ecosystems 
both burnt and unburnt ' 
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